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Letter from the Editor 


Brothers and Sisters, 


Happy Black History Month, a time of remembrance and education 
that began as Negro History week during the second week of 
February. It was founded in 1926 by African American historian 
Carter G. Woodson. I hope that everyone 1s using this period to learn 
about and reflect on the accomplishments of Blacks throughout 
American History. Their strength, diligence and determination is a 
large part of the reason we are able to carry out the struggle against 
injustice and human rights violations today. 

This edition of NoShackles features JLS’ official announcement of 
the Millions for Prisoners March on August 192017. 

Now living in the reality of the ‘Trump era’ we’ve already seen how 
the executive orders he’s signed thus far and the negative effects 
they’ve already had on people of color in the United States. These 
orders include rolling back Obamacare, increased border 
enforcement, increased police forces, targeting sanctuary cities, and 
moving forward with construction on the Dakota Access Pipeline. 
These orders have been taken with compete disregard for the 
wellbeing of undocumented immigrants who depend on the safety of 
sanctuary cities, Natrve Americans whose main source of water 1s 
tainted by contraction of the pipeline, and African Americans who’ve 
been killed at a genocidal rate by police. These can only be 
interpreted as a form of attack on the marginalized and oppressed and 
now that we are approaching the march date we must be deliberate 
and intentional about where we stand in this movement against the 
prison-industrial complex to end mass-incarceration. 








In solidarity, 
Amani Sawari (@SawariM1) 
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JLS Political Insight Column 


By Jailhouse Lawyers Speak http://sfbayview.com 


February 4, 2017 












The 13th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution reads as follows: “Section 1. Slavery prohibited. Neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.” 


Salamu! Greetings of solidarity from behind enemy lines. | am a New Afrikan freedom fighter from the 
ranks of JLS (Jailhouse Lawyers Speak), a collective of jailhouse lawyers organized to educate and fight 
for prisoners’ human rights, against a system that is designed to dehumanize its captives. | am also the 
national secretary for Amend the 13th, an inclusive coalition-based national campaign and community- 
based organizing effort to address the legal and social basis for dehumanization in Amerika. 


The purpose of this press release is to notify prisoners, community organizers and all those who care of 
the upcoming Millions for Prisoners Human Rights March in Washington, D.C., scheduled for Aug. 19, 
2017. This is a national effort to bring world attention to the 13th Amendment enslavement clause, its 
ramifications, and to solidify organizing efforts to amend it. 
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Millions for Prisoners Human Rights core demands for action: 


A. We DEMAND the 13th amendment ENSLAVEMENT CLAUSE of the United States Constitution be 
amended to abolish LEGALIZED slavery in America. 

B. We DEMAND a Congressional hearing on the 13th Amendment ENSLAVEMENT CLAUSE being 
recognized as in violation of international law, the general principles of human rights and its 
direct links to: 


1. Private entities exploiting prison labor 

2. Companies overcharging prisoners for goods and services 

3. Private entities contracted by states/federal government to build and operate prisons. This 
would also include immigration detentions 

4. Racial disparities in America’s prison population and sentencing 

5. Policing: the disproportionate (unaccountable) killings by police in the black and brown 
communities 

6. Felony Disenfranchisement laws 

7. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 34,000 detention quotas 

8. Producing the world largest prison population 


In essence this is an abolitionist movement to abolish legalized enslavement, a practice that is not solely 
limited to prisoners making products, but extends to a prisoner’s mere body in an isolation cell being 
profitable. The U.S. Supreme Court states in its longstanding precedent, Ruffin v. Commonwealth, 62 Va. 
(21 Gratt.) 790, 796 (1871): “A convicted felon, whom the law in its humanity punishes by confinement 
in a penitentiary instead of with death, is subject while undergoing that punishment, to all the laws 
which the Legislature in its wisdom may enact for the government of that institution and control of its 
inmates. For the time being, during his term of service in the penitentiary, he is in a state of penal 
servitude to the state. He has, as a consequence of his crime, not only forfeited his liberty, but all of his 
personal rights except those which the law in its humanity accords him. He is for the time being a slave 
of the State. ... They are slaves of the State undergoing punishment for heinous crimes committed 
against the laws of the land.” 


In other words, prisoners themselves are the commodity. Which explains why law enforcement’s entire 
apparatus is geared towards capturing and bottling humans for the highest bidder, dead or alive. In 
essence this is an abolitionist movement to abolish legalized enslavement, a practice that is not solely 
limited to prisoners making products, but extends to a prisoner’s mere body in an isolation cell being 
profitable. It should not be any surprise that the Black and Brown communities are prime targets for 
extractions. We cannot overemphasize the connection between slavery and the Prison Industrial 
Enslavement Complex. 


Prison slavery is a direct outgrowth of the 13th Amendment and the 13th Amendment enslavement 
exception clause is a direct outgrowth of the pre-1865 chattel enslavement period. You can analyze the 
different periods of transition from convict leasing, Black Codes, Jim Crow, Nixon’s war on drugs to Bill 
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Clinton’s 1994 crime bill to see the connections and the architectural designs developed to maximize 
profits through the Injustice system’s criminalization of generations. 


All across Amerika, people are becoming more aware of the 13th Amendment exception clause — 
particularly prisoners around the nation, who have been strategizing and directly challenging the 13th as 
witnessed by the Sept. 9, 2016, prison strikes. Jailhouse Lawyers Speak has been planning its challenge 
to the 13th in collaboration with iamWE Prison Advocacy Network since mid-2015. 


This challenge is the Millions for Prisoners Human Rights March, hosted by iamWE Prison Advocacy 
Network. Presently, coalitions are being formed that we envision will become a recognizable force for 
change beyond the March. Just as we envision every Aug. 19th afterwards being a day of solidarity and 
demonstrations in recognition of Prisoners Human Rights and highlighting the violations of such for 
collective action. 


In the words of Mumia Abu-Jamal, “Black August is a month of divine meaning, of repression and radical 
resistance, of injustice and divine justice; of repression and righteous rebellion; of individual and 
collective efforts to free the slaves and break the chains that bind us.” 


Black August was selected by JLS prisoners, due to its significance as being a historical month of 
commemoration of fallen New Afrikan freedom fighters and resistance. This is a month in which the 
spirit of liberation is encouraged amongst prisoners and within our communities. 


Black August is a special month to many of us confined. Comrade George L. Jackson is a light to many of 
us struggling to maintain our sanity and dignity within these concentration camps. It is only fitting that 
this event be scheduled during this month, in hopes of connecting more people to the prison resistance 
movement history, challenges and needs. 


Today as | write, confirmation is coming in that prisoners are in collective discussion around the country 
to be in solidarity with the Millions for Prisoners Human Rights March. For those prisoners who would 
like to participate, it is asked that you: 


e Fast from sunrise to sunset 

e Participate in intense political studies with emphasis on the 13th Amendment. 

e Daily prayer or meditation 

e Daily exercise regimen 

e Refrain from purchasing any and all prison products to that require spending of money during 
this month 

e Refrain from smoking and drinking alcoholic beverages 

e lf possible, wear a black arm band or wrist band (i.e. shoelace) around left wrist. 


Around the nation and across the world, Aug. 19, 2017, will be remembered as a day of collective action, 
strategizing and execution of the national objective to abolish legalized enslavement in Amerika. People 
from all walks of life from both sides of the walls have answered the call. Many are organizing their 
areas to be at the march, others will be hosting local solidarity demonstrations in their state or country, 
others are distributing info and many others are sharing resources and time. 
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With Executive Order on Policing, Trump 
Declares Racialized War on Dissent 


By Flint Taylor, Truthout 
February 10, 2017 
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A protester faces a line of police officers in the days after the fatal police shooting of Alton Sterling in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on July 10, 2016. (Photo: Edmund D. Fountain / The New York Times) 
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On the heels of the much ballyhooed meeting that an obsequious Donald Trump conducted this week 
with local law enforcement officials from across the country, the president titillated the gendarmes with 
a threat to destroy -- COINTELPRO style -- an unnamed Texas state senator rumored to be introducing 
legislation to prevent law enforcement from financing police operations by seizing arrestees' property 
before they have been found guilty in a court of law. On Thursday, Trump followed up with an executive 
order that gave the recently confirmed Attorney General Jefferson Beauregard Sessions a carte blanche 
to bring down the wrath of the federal government on anyone who is unfortunate enough to have a 
confrontation with a cop, a prison guard, a border patrol officer or who knows who else outfitted with a 
badge and carrying a gun. 


At first blush, the order could be seen simply as a wildly unpopular president playing macho man to our 
nation's police departments and their reactionary police unions. The unions have been chafing over 

being curbed by the previous administration's Department of Justice (DOJ), which, by means of pattern- 
or-practice investigations and consent decrees, started to put the brakes on racist police violence. On its 
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face, Trump's new order looks like much bluster, with no enforcement mechanisms. Many of the 
provisions will need to be passed by Congress, receive funding and ultimately, pass constitutional 
muster -- a hurdle that the authoritarian Trump administration, with its white supremacist hatchet men 
at the helm, seems unwilling to pay even a trifling respect. 


On further analysis, however, the order can be read as an official authorization, from one white 
supremacist -- Steve Bannon -- to another -- Jeff Sessions -- to pursue the most racist and reactionary 
criminal legal policies in recent memory. The overriding theme of the order is "to develop strategies led 
by the Department of Justice ... to further enhance the protection and safety of Federal, state, tribal and 
local law enforcement officers." What first comes to mind, quite intentionally, no doubt, are cops killed 
in the line of duty, the shooting in Dallas being the most prominent recent example. The policy 
statement -- either explicitly or implicitly -- appeals to fears about people of color and the demonization 
of Black Lives Matter (BLM), resonating with the barely coded racist refrains of "blue lives matter" and 
"law and order." 


Within the rubric of that declaration, and the details that follow in cold and calculating procession, the 
order, at bottom, takes aim at protesters, most urgently the Water Protectors at Standing Rock, BLM 
protesters across the nation, people protesting the Muslim ban and many others who practice acts of 
civil disobedience that bring them into conflict with law enforcement. Not content with local 
prosecutors dealing with these confrontations, this order encourages Sessions and his Department of 
Justice to find more punitive federal laws to charge protesters, to seek the passage of new federal laws 
to further aid this effort and to seek new mandatory minimum sentences to enhance the punishment of 
protesters, all under the guise of protecting law enforcement from "violence." 


Additionally, the order directs the Department of Justice to work with other federal agencies -- no doubt 
the FBI, CIA and NSA prominent among them -- to "develop an executive branch strategy to prevent 
violence against Federal, State, tribal, and local law enforcement officers." As | typed those words, | had 
a chilling realization: This was the same rationale, and almost the exact same language, that the 
notorious J. Edgar Hoover used in his COINTELPRO directives that targeted Black liberation leaders Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Ture), Fred Hampton and their 
organizations, and permitted wildly illegal government surveillance and orchestrated state violence 
during the 1960s. 


The order also calls for the DOJ to evaluate “all grant funding programs currently administered by the 
DOJ to determine the extent to which its grant funding supports and protects" law enforcement and to 
seek legislation that would "adequately support and protect" these agencies. What seems apparent 
from these provisions is that funding for police reforms in training, discipline, monitoring and the like 
will be quashed, while funds for wartime armaments such as SWAT tanks, drones, high-powered 
weapons and sophisticated 21st-century surveillance will be the norm. 


This order, like the similar legislation that the American Legislative Exchange Council is pushing on the 
state level, is designed to criminalize and quash dissent. Like the attack on the media, it is aimed at 
defeating, with broad authoritarian strokes, growing popular opposition to a wannabe neo-fascist 
regime. Wrapped in "law and order" and protecting the police, the next target after those who practice 
civil disobedience may well be the millions who have been taking to the streets. 
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Yet, clearly, executive repression will not signal the end of resistance. This battle will continue to be 
waged in the streets, in the media and in the courts. Our very existence depends on the outcome. 
“Copyright, Truthout.org. Reprinted with permission" 

Source: http://www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/39445-with-executive-order-on-policing-trump- 
declares-racialized-war-on-dissent 





Federal agents conduct immigration 
enforcement raids in at least six states 


By Lisa Rein, Abigail Hauslohner and Sandhya Somashekhar | www.washingtonpost.com 
February 11, 2017 


U.S. immigration authorities arrested hundreds of undocumented immigrants in at least a half-dozen 
states this week in a series of raids that marked the first large-scale enforcement of President Trump’s 
Jan. 25 order to crack down on the estimated 11 million immigrants living here illegally. 

Officials said the raids targeted known criminals, but they also netted some immigrants without criminal 
records, an apparent departure from similar enforcement waves during the Obama administration. Last 
month, Trump substantially broadened the scope of who the Department of Homeland Security can 
target to include those with minor offenses or no convictions at all. 

Trump has pledged to deport as many as 3 million undocumented immigrants with criminal records. 
Immigration officials confirmed that agents this week raided homes and workplaces in Atlanta, Chicago, 
New York, the Los Angeles area, North Carolina and South Carolina, netting hundreds of people. But 
Gillian Christensen, a sookeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security, which oversees 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), said they were part of “routine” immigration enforcement 
actions. ICE dislikes the term “raids,” and prefers to say authorities are conducting “targeted 
enforcement actions,” she said. 

hristensen said the raids, which began Monday and ended Friday at noon, found undocumented 
immigrants from a dozen Latin American countries. “We’re talking about people who are threats to 
public safety or a threat to the integrity of the immigration system,” she said, noting that the majority of 
those detained were serious criminals, including some who were convicted of murder and domestic 
violence. 

[For years, immigration authorities gave this Arizona mother a pass. Now she has been deported. | 
Immigration activists said the crackdown went beyond the six states DHS identified, and said they had 
also documented ICE raids of unusual intensity during the past two days in Florida, Kansas, Texas and 
Northern Virginia. 

That undocumented immigrants with no criminal records were arrested and could potentially be 
deported sent a shock wave through immigrant communities nationwide amid concerns that the U.S. 
government could start going after law-abiding people. 

“This is clearly the first wave of attacks under the Trump administration, and we know this isn’t going to 
be the only one,” Cristina Jimenez, executive director of United We Dream, an immigrant youth 
organization, said Friday during a conference call with immigration advocates. 

ICE agents in the Los Angeles area Thursday took a number of individuals into custody over the course of 
an hour, seizing them from their homes and on their way to work, activists said. 
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David Marin, ICE’s field director in the Los Angeles area, said in a conference call with reporters Friday 
that 75 percent of the approximately 160 people detained in the operation this week had felony 
convictions; the rest had misdemeanors or were in the United States illegally. Officials said Friday night 
that 37 of those detained in Los Angeles had been deported to Mexico. 

“Dangerous criminals who should be deported are being released into our communities,” Marin said. 
Spanish language radio stations and the local NPR affiliate in Los Angeles have been running public 
service announcements regarding the hourly “Know Your Rights” seminars the Coalition for Humane 
Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles scheduled for Friday and Saturday. By the time the 4 p.m. group began 
Friday, more than 100 others had gathered at the group’s office in the Westlake neighborhood just 
outside downtown. 

A video that circulated on social media Friday appeared to show ICE agents in Texas detaining people in 
an Austin shopping center parking lot. Immigration advocates also reported roadway checkpoints, 
where ICE appeared to be targeting immigrants for random ID checks, in North Carolina and in Austin. 
ICE officials denied that authorities used checkpoints during the operations. 

[The ‘sanctuary city’ on the front line of the fight over Trump’s immigration policy] 

“I’m getting lots of reports from my constituents about seeing ICE on the streets. Teachers in my district 
have contacted me — certain students didn’t come to school today because they’re afraid,” said Greg 
Casar, an Austin City Council member. “| talked to a constituent, a single mother, who had her door 
knocked on this morning by ICE.” 

Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-Tex.) said he confirmed with ICE’s San Antonio office that the agency “has 
launched a targeted operation in South and Central Texas as part of Operation Cross Check.” 

“lam asking ICE to clarify whether these individuals are in fact dangerous, violent threats to our 
communities, and not people who are here peacefully raising families and contributing to our state,” 
Castro said in a statement Friday night. 

Hiba Ghalib, an immigration lawyer in Atlanta, said the ICE detentions were causing “mass confusion” in 
the immigrant community. She said she had heard reports of ICE agents going door-to-door in one 
largely Hispanic neighborhood, asking people to present their papers. 

“People are panicking,” Ghalib said. “People are really, really scared.” 

Immigration officials acknowledged that as a result of Trump’s executive order, authorities had cast a 
wider net than they would have last year. 

The Trump administration is facing several legal challenges to his executive orders on immigration. On 
Thursday, the administration lost a court battle over a separate executive order to temporarily ban entry 
into the United States by citizens of seven majority-Muslim countries, as well as by refugees. The 
administration said Friday that it is considering raising the case to the Supreme Court. 

[Federal appeals court rules 3 to O against Trump on travel ban] 

Some activists in Austin and Los Angeles suggested that the raids might be retaliation for those cities’ 
“sanctuary city” policies. A government aide familiar with the raids said it is possible that the 
predominantly daytime operations — a departure from the Obama administration’s night raids — 
meant to “send a message to the community that the Trump deportation force is in effect.” 

Frank Sharry, executive director of America’s Voice, an immigrant advocacy group, said that the wave of 
detentions harks back to the George W. Bush administration, when workplace raids to sweep up all 
undocumented workers were common. 

The Obama administration conducted a spate of raids and also pursued a more aggressive deportation 
policy than any previous president, sending more than 400,000 people back to their birth countries at 
the height of his deportations in 2012. The public outcry over the lengthy detentions and deportations 
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of women, children and people with minor offenses led President Obama in his second term to prioritize 
convicted criminals for deportation. 

A DHS official confirmed that while immigration agents were targeting criminals, given the broader 
range defined by Trump’s executive order, they also were sweeping up noncriminals in the vicinity who 
were found to be lacking documentation. It was unclear how many of the people detained would have 
been excluded under Obama’s policy. 

Federal immigration officials, as well as activists, said that the majority of those detained were adult 
men, and that no children were taken into custody. 

“Big cities tend to have a lot of illegal immigrants,” said one immigration official who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly because of the sensitive 
nature of the operation. “They’re going to a target-rich environment.” 

Immigrant rights groups said that they were planning protests in response to the raids, including one 
Friday evening in Federal Plaza in New York City and a vigil in Los Angeles. 

“We cannot understate the level of panic and terror that is running through many immigrant 
communities,” said Walter Barrientos of Make the Road New York in New York City, who spoke ona 
conference call with immigration advocates. 

“We’re trying to make sure that families who have been impacted are getting legal services as quickly as 
possible. We’re trying to do some legal triage,” said Bob Libal, the executive director of Grassroots 
Leadership, which provides assistance and advocacy work to immigrants in Austin. “It’s chaotic,” he said. 
The organization’s hotline, he said, had been overwhelmed with calls. 

Jeanette Vizguerra, 35, a Mexican house cleaner whose permit to stay in the country expired this week, 
said Friday during the conference call that she was newly apprehensive about her scheduled meeting 
with ICE next week. 

Fearing deportation, Vizguerra, a Denver mother of four — including three who are U.S. citizens — said 
through an interpreter that she had called on activists and supporters to accompany her to the meeting. 
“| know | need to mobilize my community, but | know my freedom is at risk here,” Vizguerra said. 

Janell Ross in Los Angeles and Camille Pendley in Atlanta contributed to this report. 


Millions for Prisoners Urges America to 
Finally Forsake its Most Profitable 
Practice 


By Amani Sawari | www.sawarimi.org 
February 13, 2017 


America’s greatest sin, slavery, is a practice that continues to plague our community into the 21st 
century. The rate of incarcerated individuals has steadily increased since slavery’s ‘abolition’, or rather, 
re-appropriation. How could we think that the United States would simply give up its most lucrative 
business? Slavery has been the country's most profitable economic strategy since the first African were 
forced onto the Americas in 1619. Although the 13th amendment is said to have abolished slavery, it is 
actually the first place in the constitution where the word “slavery” is mentioned and therefore it is 
what wrote slavery into the constitution, read as follows: 
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“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.” 


The wording of this amendment is not only contradictory but also heavily derogatory and offensive. 
Knowing that slavery as an institution was responsible for the violent dehumanization, degradation, 
abuse and death of an entire race of people; it’s reservation for ‘punishment’ is highly problematic and 
not only uncivil but outrageously vulgar! How could a government seemingly seeking to uplift a group of 
people who’ve been historically devalued and oppressed by slavery, abolish the practice with an 
exception? The 13th was not a true act of abolition at all. Abolition is defined as, “to formally put an end 
to; to do away with; to make void” there are no exceptions in abolition. Therefore, the fact that the 13th 
amendment has an exception clause completely invalidates its intent. 


If you don’t see the problem with the reservation of slavery for punishment, then look at the lives of 
millions of families broken, the exploitation in sentencing, the corporate influenced social policies or 
even the public school-to-prison pipeline that targets children of color and those in poverty. There is a 
HUGE problem with dehumanization being profitable, and that problem bleeds into all aspects of our 
society. Although there is a distinct historic connection between the commoditization of Black and 
Brown Bodies in the prison industrial complex, this exploitation is not exclusive. 


Recently the media has played a huge role in raising awareness about the human rights issues within our 
criminal justice system. From the narrative book based series Orange is the New Black, which follows the 
story of an upper-middle class white women imprisoned for a high profile drug crime she committed in 
her young adult life, to the documentary series Making a Murderer where we watched the lower class 
white male Steven Avery and his easily influenced nephew drown under the manipulative tactics of the 
prosecution. In both popular Netflix series, we saw how our primal justice system defies the ‘stereotype’ 
of this being just a ‘Black’ issue as whites whether lower class or upper class, educated or uneducated, 
male or female; regardless of when, how, or even if a crime was committed, fall prey to a system made, 
not to protect the innocent but to capture the accused. This system that preys on the accused does all it 
can to garnish evidence, collect witnesses and exploit laws to bend court proceedings in the favor of 
incarcerating as many people as possible regardless of their color. 


We should all be afraid when a system has become so monstrous that eats up everyone: men, women 
and children; for even the pettiest of behaviors like trespassing or running away from home. It’s proven 
that the incarceration of a child is not a rehabilitative action, it only increases the likelihood of their 
future arrest. Despite this, in cities like Seattle we see plans for the construction of a $210 billion new 
youth jail. Along with this, public education has been de-funded by $74 million, this blatantly shows the 
city’s commitment to our nation's trend of incarcerating rather than educating our youth, an obvious 
illustration of the public school-to-prison pipeline. 


How can we stop this trend? We must call out those corporations who contribute to mass incarceration 
and reverse this cycle of dehumanization and enslavement for profit in this country. Knowing that the 
exception clause within the 13th amendment motivates corporations to incarcerate more people (and 
even groom children for incarceration) for profit we must point to the exception clause of the 13th 
amendment which legalizes slavery. In line with this, organizers across the nation on both sides of the 
wall have been planning the Millions for Prisoners March since 2015. The protest focuses on the 
removal of the 13th amendment’s exception as it is in violation of international law which states in the 
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 4: “no one should be held in slavery or servitude, slavery 
in all of its forms should be eliminated.” There are no exceptions: not as punishment for a crime or 
otherwise. This is because when slavery or servitude becomes an acceptable form in any fashion within 
a society it has social and political consequences. In America we’ve seen these consequences through 
private entities (such as banks, restaurants, clothing stores, call centers, gas stations, telephone 
networks, etc.) exploiting prison labor by paying prisoners reprehensibly low wages (11 cents/hour) or 
nothing at all while at the same time companies are overcharging prisoners for goods and services, a bag 
of potato chips or box of tampons shouldn’t cost a day’s work. In addition to these, private entities are 
being contracted by states to build and operate prisons and detention centers which directly motivates 
these private entities to keep these building full as an investment. This investment is protected by 
contracts that penalize the state (citizens/taxpayers) if prisons and detention centers are not at 
minimum (sometimes 80%) capacity. Minimum sentencing policies and truth-in-sentencing laws are 
examples of government actions to protect private interest in keeping prisons full. This is too close of a 
relationship between the government and business for any resident of this country to feel comfortable. 
The consequences of running the government as a profit seeking business can be seen in the racial 
disparities of the country's prison population and sentencing. In business profits are calculated by 
focusing on a market, our criminal justice system’s market is black and bodies. This is why people of 
color are arrested, sentenced and incarcerated at an alarmingly disproportionate rate leaving 1/3 of 
Black men to expect being locked up in their lifetime. 


With Fall’s release of the Ava Duverney’s 13TH documentary, the new presidency, and rapid waves of 
demonstrations happening across the nation many people are looking for a way to fix our ‘broken’ 
institutional systems that seem irreparable. We must realize that the criminal justice system is not 
broken, it’s operating just as it was intended. The 13th amendment was written with an exception 
clause that has been used to influence every aspect of our world, from the coffee we drink at Starbucks 
to the underwear we buy at Victoria’s Secret. The deals we see at Wal-Mart are sustained by our 
government’s interest in mass imprisonment and our system has succeeded in producing the world's 
largest prison population, 1 in 25 Americans behind bars. That’s at least one person in every classroom. 
Because the prison-industrial complex is so grossly entangled in American culture we have to be active 
and intentional about our resistance to this system. 


For those interested in participating in the march, local representatives are organized in several states 
throughout the country, find your local representative and connect with them most easily through the 
Millions for Prisoners Facebook Page. Along with this, in conjunction to the march happening in D.C., 
demonstrations in solidarity will be happening in urban centers throughout the country. In addition to 
participating in August 19th’s demonstrations, we must be conscious not to support companies that 
profit from prison labor. This includes but isn’t limited to Starbucks, Chevron, Walls-Fargo, Bank of 
America, Walmart, AutoZone, AT&T, Verizon, McDonalds, Wendy’s Whole Foods, Victoria’s Secret and 
BP. We know that there are more socially responsible alternatives to all of these places. Brands that 
choose socially oppressive techniques in their business practices like prison labor are likely to make 
other socially irresponsible decisions. For example, BP which used an incarcerated (almost entirely 
African American) workforce to clean up after spilling 4.2 million barrels of oil into the Gulf Coast after 
BO’s Deepwater Horizon wellhead exploded. An in relationship to water crises, Wells Fargo, a bank 
which has stocks in private prison companies and detention centers, is also responsible for funding the 
Dakota Access Pipeline. In Seattle, residents pulled their money out of the bank which led to the city’s 
divesting from the bank entirely. These are the same steps we should be taking to call an end to the 
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human rights violations effecting the lives of our incarcerated brothers and sisters. As organizers, 
activists, advocates, prisoners, ex-prisoners their family and friends we wear Black wristbands on our left 
wrists in solidarity on both sides of the wall. It’s time that America choose a new strategy for economic 


development that doesn’t involve slavery. 


Millions for Prisoners March 


Updates 


Here is a current illustration of local representation for the millions for prisoners’ march stretching 
across all ends of the country from Washington State down to California and over to Florida. Below 


is a list of all of the represented regions. 





Lancaster, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Riverside, CA 
San Diego, CA 
Santa Barbra, CA 
Palmdale, CA 
Tampa Bay, FL 
Savannah, GA 
Baton Rouge, LA 
New Orleans, LA 
Omaha, NE 
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Central New Jersey 
Raleigh, NC 
Lancaster, PA 
Northampton, PA 
Mid-Point South Carolina 
Houston, TX 
Fredericksburg, VA 
Richmond, VA 
Seattle, WA 
Spokane, WA 
Washington D.C. 


Mission Statement 
WE SEEK TO UNITE ACTIVISTS, ADVOCATES, PRISONERS, EX-PRISONERS, THEIR FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS, AS WELL AS ALL OTHERS COMMITTED TO THE FIGHT TO DRASTICALLY REDUCE OR 
ELIMINATE PRISONS AND THE PRISON SYSTEM, AND REPLACE THEM WITH MORE HUMANE AND 
EFFECTIVE SYSTEMS. OUR AIM IS TO EXPOSE THE PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX FOR THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATION THAT IT TRULY IS. WE 
WANT TO CHALLENGE THE IDEA THAT 
CAGING AND CONTROLLING PEOPLE KEEPS 
COMMUNITIES SAFE. WE BELIEVE THAT FOR 
TOO LONG OUR NATION HAS RELIED UPON | | 7 
INCARCERATION AS A WAY TO SOLVE 
BROADER SOCIAL PROBLEMS, TO ITS 
DETRIMENT. IN AUGUST OF 2017, WE WILL 
MARCH ON WASHINGTON TO BRING 
WORLD ATTENTION TO THE CONTINUED 
SLAVERY AND INVOLUNTARY SERVTITUDE IN 
AMERICA, ENABLED BY THE 13TH 
AMENDMENT AND TO HIGHLIGHT THE EVER 
INCREASING MOVEMENT AGAINST THE 
PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX. 





Getting Involved 


Local Organizing Committee (LOC) 

The Local organizing committees shall be comprised of various individuals and organizations 
situated in local communities throughout the country. The LOCs will provide direct interaction with 
members of its local community as it relates to the promotion, organization and mobilization for 
the Millions for Prisoners Human Rights March. The LOC will engage members of the local 
community, and provide education on the impacts of the 13th amendment of the U.S constitutions 
and other laws that contribute to mass incarceration in their communities. 


Requirements: 
1. Minimum of 3 participants to form a LOC- 1 member being the Local Representative 
2. All participants must be in agreement to raise awareness and push the Millions for Prisoner 
Human Rights March agenda. Participants are responsible for connecting with organizations 
and recruiting new members 
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Submission Info: In addition to publishing content raising awareness about the march and 
providing updates on demonstration progress, the No Shackles Newsletter also accepts work from 
prisoners in the form of articles, art and poetry. This March is about you and some of our most 
meaningful contributions come from the inside. We also accept submissions from friends and family 
members of prisoners. For readers interested in submitting their work: typed and printed can be sent to 
the return address or emailed to <millionsforprisonersmarch@gmail.com>; carbon copy: 
<amanisawari@gmail.com> Submissions should be marked Attn: No Shackles Newsletter 

Facebook: Millions for Prisoners March on Washington 





Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners 


1 All perseners shall be treated woth the respect duc to thee mibherent 
dignity and value as 
human beings 


2 There shall be mo discrimenation om the grounds of race, color, sex, 
language, religeon, 

political or other opimon, natoral of soceal organ, property, birth of 
other status 


3. It 1s, however, desirable to respect the relegious beliefs and cultural 


precepts of the group to 
whech prisoners belong, whenever local comditeans so require 


4. The respomsibelity of persons for the custody of prisoners and for the 
Protectan of society agarnst 

crime shall be discharged in keeping with a State's other social obyec- 
tives and its 

fundamental respoesibelitees for prometing the well-being and develop. 
ment of all members of 

seat) 


S$ Except for those lnmutateons that are demonstrably mecessitated by the 
tact of incarceration, 

all prisoners shal! retain the human rights and fundamental freedoms set 
out in the Universal 


Declaration of Human Rights, aed, where the State concerned is a party, 


the Insernateonal 
Covenant on Economic, Soceal and Cultural Reghts, and the Internation- 
al Covenant on Civil and 


lamWE Prison Advocacy Network 
P.O. Box 58201 
Raleigh NC 27625 


iamWE Prison Advocacy Network 





Political Reghts and the Optional Protocol thereto, as well as such other 
rights a3 are set owt in 
other United Nations covenants 


6. All prisomers shall have the mght to take part m cultural activities and 
educanon aimed at 
the full development of the human personal ity 


7. Efforts addressed to the aboliieon of soltary confinement as a punish- 
ment, of to the 
restriction of sts use, should be wndertaken and encouraged 


8. Conditions shall be created onalting pesoners to undertake meaning- 
ful remunerated 

employment whech well facslitate theer reintegration into the country's 
labor market and 

permit them to comtribute to their own financeal support and to that of 
thew familes 


9 Prisoners shall have access to the health services available in the 
country without 
descrumination on the grounds of their legal satuation 


10. With the participateon aed help of the commeunity and social instite- 
ons, and with duc 

regard to the interests of vectims, favorable conditvons shall be created 
for the rewviegrataon 

of the cx-prisoner into society under the best possible comdiioens 


Lt. The abowe Prencuples shall be applied impartaally 
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